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superior over all, to suffer occasions to be ministered, whereby
due superiority may be known, demanded and required, to the
intent that according thereunto all things governed in due order
here, we may to his pleasure pass over this life to his honour
and glory: which he grant us to do, in such rest, peace and
tranquillity as shall be meet and convenient for us.

Henry's temper had got the better of him. It was impolitic
to the last degree for England to revive her old claim to
suzerainty, if she wanted to procure an amicable union with
Scodand. But the Henry of the forties was not the Henry of
the twenties or the thirties. Always ready to be ruthless, if
necessary, his real strength of character had been undermined
by the almost limitless power which had gradually become vested
in the crown; and the ruthlessness and anger which had once
been his good servants were becoming bad masters. From the
date of Haddon-Rig anger against the Scots for thirty years of
thwarting of his wise designs and desires dominates the spirit
of his dealings with them. It undoes to a great extent all the
good that had been done by his more conciliatory policy, and
introduces into his schemes, proposals and methods, a note of
hard bargaining and of vindictiveness that were to make him in
his last years the very scourge of Scodand.

Norfolk crossed the Border in October, 1542, on a punitive
expedition, and laid waste the district round Tweed. He then
retired to Berwick, and James planned a retaliatory raid into
England. On November 24 he marched his army to the Border,
hoping' to take the English by surprise. But Sir Thomas
Wharton, Warden of the Western Marches, was ready for them,
and with a force about a sixth the size of the Scots met them and
drove them back. As the Scots retreated they found the tide
flowing up the Solway: many were drowned either in the sea
or the Esk; and the main body, trapped in the Solway Moss with
their horses, were either drowned in the bog or taken prisoner-
It was a shameful and devastating defeat, and it was James's last
futile gesture of defiance- The news of the disaster broke him.
On December 8 Mary of Lorraine bore him a daughter. The